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Christianity, and actually lasted for over four centuries. In the end though, the Gnostic writings were re-
jected, and Jesus’ nature was established as both completely human and completely divine. As a result, 
the writings that emphasized Jesus’ human nature were adopted as the basis for the “eyewitness” ac-
counts of his life included in the New Testament. There were of course disagreements, and some of the 
rejected writings were retained by the Roman Catholic Church as still worthy of study, but not as part of the 
main text of the New Testament. These are included in a large group of ancient documents which are not 
canonized by either the Roman Catholics or Protestants and are known as New Testament Apocrypha. In 
any case, the true history of the evolution of a main element of Christian faith is the exact opposite of that 
presented as the basis for the Da Vinci Code. 
 
The part of the story that seems to have generated the most angst among some believers however is not 
the serious mistake concerning early Christian controversy about the nature of Jesus, but the speculation 
that he was married to Mary Magdalene and fathered offspring. It’s true that believers really know nothing 
about the twenty or so years between Jesus’ appearance at the temple as a boy (at about Bar Mitzvah 
age?) and the start of his ministry in Galilee. If Jesus’ was fully human, as all Christians claim to believe, 
then there is really no reason he could not have married and had children.  
While such a possibility may indeed cause some problems for Roman Catholics, because of their history 
and organizational structure, it should cause no serious theological problem for Protestants.  
 
If one of Mr. Brown’s objectives was to stir controversy then he might have presented the early church de-
bates about Jesus nature correctly but retained the idea of Jesus’ marriage and fatherhood. Then, instead 
of having Jesus’ progeny become rulers of France, (not a particularly noble outcome!); he could have had 
them morph into great Christian missionaries or healers like Albert Schweitzer or Mother Teresa.  
 
The thoughtful responses to the controversy raised by the Da Vinci Code have been to attack the truth of 
this fanciful tale based on sound history and theology. If Brown had used the alternate story line, based on 
actual history and current theology, as well as his speculation about the “blank” period of Jesus’ life, which 
can’t be disproved, he might have really gotten peoples shorts in a knot! Then the debate might have shed 
some light on the fact that most modern Christians probably tend to think of Jesus as primarily, or perhaps 
only, divine, not as fully human, in spite of the creeds we utter. And, the little statement preceding the 
novel’s text, which states that the included facts are true, would have actually been true, not just another 
piece of fiction.  
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